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Psalm :–

We begin our second inst allment of Psallo much as we did 
the fi rst , with a few notes on the translation and phrasing.  e 
Hebrew is somewhat st raightforward, with poetical ellipses 
as might be expe ed on occasion. For inst ance, in verse  
we have added in italics “and bray” to chara erize the best ial 
chara er of those who plot against  the Lord, where the next 
phrase is a clear indication of their rebellious hearts, placing 
these words in their mouths. 

As for the translation of certain words, we have rendered 
the Hebrew hgh the Hebrew hgh the Hebrew (v. ) as ponder.  e word itself denotes 
muttering, much in the same way as murmur in English 
sounds an onomatopoetic tone in which one might be en-
gaged when scheming. In verse four, where the Authorized 
Version (AV) renders the Hebrew g[l
gaged when scheming. In verse four, where the Authorized 

g[l
gaged when scheming. In verse four, where the Authorized 

 “shall have them in 
derision”, we have taken the more literal, “mock” due to the 
verb meaning at its root to st ammer in another’s face as an 
a  of mocking. We see that the Lord’s re onse to the schem-
ing of the ungodly nations and rulers of this world is to laugh 
and mock at them. In verse , where the AV translates Jsn 
as “set” and in the margin “anointed” we have adopted the 
latter, owing to the meaning of the verb being “to pour out,” 
or consecrate, as in anointing a King. 

In verse , we have added, in italics, the defi nitive “only” 
due to the unique relationship the Son bears to the Father, as 
evidenced by the emphatic use of the pronoun in the LXX and 
canonized in Hebrews : (Scrivener’s TR ). 

As for the Psalm itself, it must  be recognized as thoroughly 
Messianic.  e identity of the Christ , the Son, the King, the 
Anointed, the LORD (v ) is not in quest ion, by authority 
of the New Test ament.  e Lord Jesus Christ  is seen in this 
Psalm in His offi  ce as King of Nations. His authority is unchal-
lenged, and His Person and offi  ce is est ablished and vindicated 
by God Most  High. Chapter one of the Epist le to the Hebrews 
removes all doubt as to the subje  of this Psalm, and if we take 
but a moment, we will see the Lord Jesus Christ  exalted for 
our admiration and worship, as He is di layed in His glory. 

However, we also have the Lord Jesus Christ  presented 
as the One against  whom the nations scheme, to overthrow 
His righteous reign. Christ ’s Apost les, a er certain of their 
number had been threatened and scourged for preaching in 
His Name, prayed, using the words of this Psalm, identify-

ing their enemies as those threatened therein, and identifying 
the Christ  of Psalm  as their Lord Jesus (A s :ff ). And 
in so doing, they “st rengthened themselves in the Name of 
the Lord their God.”

 is Psalm was also a part of the Apost olic witness to the 
nations, in their preaching of the Go el.  e Apost le Paul, in 
the th Chapter of A s (v. ), referred to the Second Psalm 
by name, and from it showed the unique nature of the Son, 
as being the Only-Begotten Son of God, manifest ed to all as 
such by His resurre ion. 

But let us return to Chapter one of the Epist le to the 
Hebrews. We have, in this great chapter, the di lay of Christ ’s 
superiority over all creation, and e ecially there, the Angelic 
host . We are to underst and that Christ  is much more than a 
mighty angel, much more than any creature—He is the Cre-
ator Himself. Not only does He bear a message from God, 
He is the very Word of God—He is that One by which the 
Transcendent God reveals Himself to men. He is Immanuel, 
the Immanent One, God with us. Further, He is the One who 
has purged our sins, and fi nished that divine work, having sat 
down at the Right Hand of the Majest y on High. How then, 
does the in ired author make his case for Christ ’s surpassing 
Person—that He is the Creator, Redeemer, yea, Very God of 
Very God? Quite simply, elegantly, under in iration of the 
Holy Spirit, the writer shows us that this is the Christ  about 
whom the Church has been singing ever since His Holy Proph-
ets of old have penned the in ired praise for the singing of 
God’s people. Written to Hebrew Christ ians, who from their 
infancy have sung the Psalms exclusively in their holy convo-
cations, the writer opens their minds to underst and the things 
written of Christ  in that Psalter from which they have sung, 
perhaps daily, all their lives. So, in verse  he quotes from 
Psalm , proving the uniqueness of Christ , God’s Son. Also in 
verse , he reminds us of the Davidic Covenant, and Christ ’s 
unique place in it, from  Samuel :ff  and again st ated the-
matically in Psalm :–. In verse , to prove Christ ’s su-
periority over the angels he quotes from Psalm :. In verse 
 and , further to prove the point of Christ ’s superiority, he 
quotes from Psalm :, and compares it to Psalm :–, 
calling angels minist ering  irits, but ascribing absolute Deity 
to the Lord Jesus Christ . To show that Christ  is the Creator, 
and therefore eternal, he quotes from Psalm :–. And 
fi nally in Chapter , to show Christ ’s surpassing greatness He 
quotes from Psalm :  eaking of Christ ’s present session 
with the father in heaven, and calling Him Lord. 

So then, to close, let us see that the Psalter was indeed used 
in the Apost olic preaching, to witness to Christ ’s offi  ces, Per-
son, and work.  e Psalter was used in Christ ’s preaching, to 
witness to Himself (Matthew :–; Luke :–).  e 
Psalter continues to be used, as it has been for centuries, as 
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Psalm 2:1–12

Todd L. RuddellNashqhu-Bar (Kiss the Son)

(5th verse begins on 2nd system)
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Repeat to here, last verse


